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West End Excavation to begin at IGA

Havre—Deep excavation for a sanitary sewer main is slated to begin Monday in front of the IGA store in
Havre. This marks the real beginning of the utility work in Phase 2 of the US-2 construction project. “All
the west end work up to this point has been preparation. Now we can begin the excavation for the utilities,”
said Sam Weyers, project manager for Nelcon, Inc.

Weyers cautioned motorists to be aware of the excavation and plan to use the westernmost entrance to the
IGA parking lot.

“This will have a large impact—with big machines and big piles of dirt—because of the depth of the
excavation,” said Weyers. The hole will be 16 to 17 feet deep in the deepest part of the trench, which is
where crews are starting at IGA. If construction goes as planned, crews should move about fifty to a
hundred feet westward each day along the northern lanes of US Highway 2. Soil conditions are the major
variable in the excavation on the west end. Groundwater removal was required and pumping will continue
throughout the excavation and installation of pipes.

“As we get in tune with soil conditions and work towards the shallower end of the trench, we’ll be able to
go faster,” Weyers said.

On the east end of the project, water services and main line connections are expected to continue between
14™ and 8™ Avenues East for the next week and a half to two weeks. Weyers announced that the water main
line is in as of Wednesday, August 1. Three days of chlorination and bacterial testing are required before
they can begin connecting to the main.

“There are a total of sixty connections in that area, including connections to existing mains, fire hydrants
and existing services.” Sam Weyers explained. Traffic control will continue diverting motorists around
construction on the east end of the US-2 project in Havre to allow crews to finish the water main
connections.

The public is welcome to contact the Nelcon field office with questions about the construction. The office
phone number is 265-1047. The next public meeting to provide project updates will be held August 8th at 9



a.m. at the Hill County Electric/Triangle Telephone Hospitality Room at the east end of the building.
Anyone can attend. Information about the construction schedule is available at www.us2havre.com. Visitors
to the web site can sign up for automatic updates on the progress of planned construction. Information is
also now available on local radio frequency 1610 AM.

All businesses remain accessible. US-2 through Havre will remain closed to loads over 12 feet wide.
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