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Sewer line install set to begin Monday

HavreÑThe US-2 Havre construction project is far more a utility project than it is a road construction 
project, and that will become increasingly evident in the next week as work begins on sewer line 
installation in the downtown area. Nelcon crews are expected to begin the sewer installation on Monday, 
proceeding both east and west from 1st Avenue near Hometown Video. 

This week crews were in the process of installing vacuum dewatering devices in the stretch from IGA to 
US Bank. The extensive preparations for the sewer installation also require bypass pumping, which will 
be in position by the end of this week. 

The sewer utility will eventually go well into the 7th Avenue intersection. The major impact for motorists 
will likely be at the 5th Avenue and 7th Avenue crossings. It will take an estimated two weeks for crews 
to reach 7th Avenue. ÒWhen we get to 7th, traffic will be restricted,Ó project manager Sam Weyers said. 
ÒWe hope to keep at least one lane open at all times, with flaggers, but crossing the intersection in front 
of the viaduct will be challenging.  The sewer line takes up most of the south-bound lanes, and the crews 
need room for the excavators,Ó he explained.

ÒWe will have to reroute truck traffic,Ó added Gary Berg of the Montana Department of Transportation. 
ÒThere wonÕt be enough room for trucks to turn left or right.Ó 

On the west end, water main work is scheduled for the south lanes. Preparations for the water main 
installation are also underway. 

ÒWeÕll have multiple activities on the west end and in the mid-section,Ó Sam noted at the public meeting 
held Wednesday. ÒThe frost has come out of the ground fast. Rain or snow may slow us a little. Our 
concern is that whenever we start excavation in earnest, we have a good solid surface to move the traffic 
lanes to.Ó 
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Nelcon and MDT have also been working to solve individual access issues for businesses in the 
downtown area. Access to pedestrian walkways on the north side is limited to the intersections. No on-
street parking is allowed in the construction zones. 

Information regarding upcoming construction will be discussed at a public meeting March 19 at 9 a.m. 
at the Hill County Electric/Triangle Telephone Hospitality Room at the east end of the building. Anyone 
can attend. Information about the construction schedule is available at www.us2havre.com. Visitors to 
the web site can sign up for automatic updates on the progress of planned construction. 

US-2 through Havre remains closed to loads over 12 feet wide. 
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