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Big milestone in sight: Challenging sewer installation almost complete

Havre—The sanitary sewer installation crew will finish up the last run of pipe this week, between 3rd 
and 4th Avenue downtown. All deep sewer is expected to be in by Friday. 

The excavation in front of businesses on the north side of US-2 between 3rd and 4th avenues has raised 
safety concerns, however. Street front access will be closed through next Wednesday, when the sewer 
connections are expected to be complete. 

“This has been a really big challenge,” explained project manager Sam Weyers. “There are eight sewer 
services within that one block. They’re 12 feet deep, within five feet of the buildings, and not where we 
expected to find them. Some access is just not safe until we get out of there.” Nelcon supervisors were 
contacting business owners on Wednesday to explain the situation and help determine alternate access. 

“We’ve added business access information to the us2havre web site to help get information to the 
public,” said Weyers. Business owners can e-mail their alternate access information through the 
comments link on the web site.  

Pipe installation crews have been working evenings and Saturdays trying to get the sewer in as fast as 
possible. “Among the many challenges and the other congested utilities, we’ve also hit at least seven 
unknown and unmarked water services,” said Weyers. “I’m happy that we are still on schedule despite 
the time that we’ve lost to problem-solving.” 

Completion of the sewer line will also alleviate some of the worst side street access problems in the 
construction zone. During the sewer installation, the positioning of cumbersome bypass and dewatering 
equipment has been dictated by the location of manholes. Fifth Avenue was backfilled and opened up on 
Wednesday. Fourth Avenue should be open by Friday night, and by next week all the side streets will be 
open. 
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At Wednesday’s public meeting, Weyers told the audience that after next week there would be one more 
major impact on the side streets. For seven to ten days starting April 21, bypass pumps will be installed 
again during rehabilitation of the existing sewer pipe between 7th Avenue and 15th Avenue East. 

More information will be provided at the weekly public meeting April 16 at 9 a.m. at the Hill County 
Electric/Triangle Telephone Hospitality Room at the east end of the building. Anyone can attend. 
Questions can also be directed to the Nelcon field office at 265-1047. Information about the construction 
schedule and alternate business access is available at www.us2havre.com. Visitors to the web site can 
sign up for automatic updates on the progress of planned construction. 

US-2 through Havre remains closed to loads over 12 feet wide. 


